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We couldn’t have gotten this 
far without you! 

Happy New Years! It’s hard to believe 
that we are entering our fourth year in 
connecting communities in Taiwan. The 
second half of 2015 we stayed on a plant-
based course, began to incorporate 
empowerment aspects of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child into how we do 
things, banned plastic bottles to events, and 
focused our resource on fundraising in a 
variety of ways that simultaneously 
encouraged participation.  

This time in the annual Jia Xin’s Toys for 
Taiwan events, we expanded our reach 
beyond Northern Taiwan to include the 
children and communities in Taitung and 
Orchid Island. There was such a positive 
and overwhelming response that the 
communities have asked us to return again. 

As the year wrapped up one of the big 
themes was the concern on the direction for 
the future of Bright Side Projects. Although  
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Familiar faces, the faces of 
the youth in ChingChuan 
from our short movie 
workshop 

Photo by Starry Cheng 

we have kept up the pace on our activities, 
it is not sustainable in the long term. As we 
add in Orchid Island and Taitung, we 
inevitably have to cut down on activities in 
Northern Taiwan. Many of the Big Friends 
have been with us for 2-3 years but the trip 
down southeast will require them to take 
time off work for 1-2 weeks, not including 
the prep time they give beforehand to 
workshops. We will focus on fundraising so 
that we can hire full-time staff and support 
our  teachers. Despite the change in our 
focus in activities, our priority is never 
forgotten - the children and communities 
and to bring positivity, creativity, and love 
to everyone. Thank you for your support! 

Daisy H. Lin / Founder  
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Our DNA 

What sets us apart?   
KITCHEN TABLE 
Freshly cooked nutritious plant-
based meal options from our 

Kitchen Table at all 
events, especially 
during workshops with 

children. Veering 
towards local, organic, 

unprocessed foods. Junk food and 
candy items are not permitted to 
be brought by Big Friends. 

SOCIAL AWARENESS  
Workshops always have a deeper 
message by trying to 
raise awareness of 
different social 
issues and how our 
lives are impacted 
by it.  

INTERACTIVE & INTIMATE 
We don’t have just one teacher 
facing 30 kids. We attempt to 
bring a 1:1 or 1:2 ratio of “Big 
Friends” to “Kids,” to get more 
people involved and to enhance 
engagement. 30 people maximum 
per workshop. Everyone shares in 
the task of setting up, sharing 
food, bringing workshops to 
fruition, and cleaning up. 

GENDER EQUALITY  
We maintain a gender neutral 
zone and respect so that no one is 

limited or discriminated of 
their full potential based 
on a social construct.  

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS 
OF THE CHILD (CRC) 
This sets out the civil, political, 
economic, social, health and 
cultural rights of children. In 
serving the best interest of the 
child, this benefits all. Bright Side 
safe spaces empowers everyone 
to speak up, abolishing a 

hierarchal 
“talking 
down” 
mentality.

What we’ve been doing 
overall… 

Since the end of 2012, here’s a quick 
	 recap of those who have joined us on our        
	 journey in face to face interaction in the        
	 workshops to make friends:        

Number of activities: Full 38 / Others 30 
Number of participating Kid spots: 743 
Number of Big Friend spots: 693 
Big Friend overall return rate: 71% 

2015 FW Friendship Meter   
While we may spend 60-95 hours for each 

workshop regardless if it’s half day or full day 
and could easily execute a 300-500 person 
event during the same amount of planning, we 
limit each of our workshop attendance. to 
approximately 15 kids and 15 Big Friends. This 
increases enhance the quality of interaction and 
depth of engagement, making everyone a 

memorable individual instead of simply a 
“volunteer.”  

Number of workshops: 5 full day / 3 
collaborations / 3 basketball sessions / 1 end 
of the year delivery / 1 major project  

Number of participating kid spots: 146  
	 Number of Big Friend spots: 106        

Plans for the upcoming year  
- “Face of the Youth” special event 

(basketball game, music concert, amusement 
park, volunteer work, etc)  

- Expansion into Orchid Island and 
Taitung  

- Summer Camp workshops for Ching 
Chuan and potentially other parts of Taiwan 

- Cooperation with new plant-based 
restaurants and Big Friends for future Kitchen 
Table activities and meal plans. 

- Banning single-time use plastic bottles 
- Secure interns for translations 
- Secure resources to hire part-time and 

full time staff 
- Office space setup  
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We headed up to ChingChuan with Teacher Josette Penzel and a group of Big Friends to create 
peanut butter sweet potato and banana cups and truffles for a Halloween Charity Sale. We also 
made  Halloween-esque decor for the event! The clean up with cocoa powder and chocolate was 
extensive but it was a wonderful day.  
     On October 31st we sold these plant-based candies with a table set up outside Ooh Cha Cha 
and raised $5,200 NTD for local charity Animals Taiwan and future workshops. Showing them how 

their art and creativity can be shifted into positive action to 
impact others is empowering! 

Halloween Candy Charity Sale

Recycled bottle Christmas Tree
Our first venture into southeastern Taiwan, thanks to an invitation extended by Lan An Cultural 
and Educational Foundation and supporters of our annual year end events via Jia-Xin’s Toys for 
Taiwan. In addition to community involvement in workshops with children, Maraos requested us 

to construct a Christmas Tree. Over thousands of pieces of trash were shifted through with 800 
bottles utilized. Miniature windmills that self generated light, Christmas ornaments created by the 
local children during a workshop, and an recycled string of LED light that magnified through the 
bottles served as the decor.  
     In the weeks leading up to our trip countless meetings took place so we would be prepared 
for this massive undertaking.  James Teng 滕孟哲 and Peter Hsieh 謝叢憶, both graduates from 
the Design Academy Eindhoven headed the design. The decision to utilize recycled plastic bottles 
was after the team had viewed the tireless work of 阿⽂文 from ⽂文⼈人之島，環保之道 who has been 
pushing for awareness on environmentalism and recycling. Snow took time out of the busy 

schedule to take some of the younger 
children into a wonderful world of 
creation with art. With non-toxic paint, 
and a long roll of recycled paper, the 
kids were given free reign to create – 
and it got incredibly beautifully messy! 
Our final workshop was set to coincide 
with the unveiling of the Christmas Tree. It 
continued the theme of utilizing recycled 
plastic bottles that were sorted – these 
were constructed into invitation ‘watches’ 
for each child and served as the raw 
materials for hybrid masks. 

2015 Fall Winter 
August 
We hosted our first internal and 
gender equity workshop. This was 
limited to long term volunteers 
and Bright Side Project members. 
We were very fortunate that the 
Taiwan Gender Equity Education 
Association were there to lead us. 
September 
Began to prep for our most 
expansive Jia Xin Winter Solstice/
Toys for Taiwan activities yet. 
Meeting with the CEO of LanAn 
Foundation to construct a 
Christmas Tree on Orchid Island.  
October 
As part of the “Eat for Love” 
promotions, plant-based Truffles 
and Peanut Butter cups were 
made with the kids from 
ChingChuan. These are then sold 
for charity, benefiting Animals 
Taiwan and further fueling future 
workshops. 
November 
Our first activities in the southeast! 
First workshop in Taitung and 10 
day long journey to Orchid 
Island! Constructed a Christmas 
Tree from plastic bottles and 
hosted workshops with kids on the 
island. 
December 
Jam packed month with 
workshops to Taoyuan Children’s 
Home (3 years in a row) Taipei’s 
Harmony Home (4 years in a 
row), and food and necessities 
delivery to 12 families in 
ChingChuan. 

Eager to create 
Moments or Spend a 
Day with us?  

Everyone is welcomed 
to join us!
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Hoping to be more environmentally 
friendly in the future, Bright Side has 
begun banning plastic bottles that 
can be brought to workshops and 
look into recycled goods for the 
materials we use. Bright Side 
Projects generally bans gift-giving of 
toys except during our end of the 
year activities. This time, however, 
we decided to empower kids to 
make their own toys. Utilizing 

secondhand fabrics that could be made into sewless plushies kids were in charge of 
brainstorming, drawing, and creating their own toys.   
     Our Jia-Xin Winter Solstice activities kicked off with our first stop in Taitung 新⾺馬
蘭Fukid部落, enroute to Orchid Island. This was our first time with BSP in southeast 
Taiwan. Seeing what people are doing and what they want to achieve is so 
inspiring. 郭幼慈 has become of one my new inspirations and real change-makers 
who is truly dedicating her life to ensure that others can live to their full potential.  
As per our mission, we strive for long term involvement and engagement with 
communities. 
     The warm and generosity of Jia-Xin was spread to MuHsiang Children’s Home, 
Harmony Home, and in early 2016 ChingChuan. It’s so fascinating to be able to 
see how each groups and individual children decide on what to draw and then 
transfer this into a fun 3D project. It was also interesting how in each workshop we 
would still continue to improve on the experience for everyone and the quality of 
the craft. So amazing to have such passionate Big Friends who want nothing but 
the best and more for the kids!  

Some of the unique plant-based meals and snacks included kids creating their own 
chocolate mug cakes, filipino mung bean stew, and Ooh Cha Cha’s nutrition 
packed stew filled with purple, orange and yellow sweet potatoes, eggplant, 
organic chickpeas, organic lentils, and organic spinach. 

CREATE YOUR OWN SEWLESS 
PLUSHIES 

Two type of fabric (nothing too stretchy or flimsy), 
blank pieces of paper, scissor, chalk or pastel, leftover 

fabric or paper for stuffing 

1) Have kids select what plushie they want to make 
2) Sketch a few potential designs 
3) After you have decided what to draw, it’s time to 
enlarge your sketch to around an A4 size object. Best 
to avoid sharp angles when you draw your final 
object, keep turns at 45% or above.  Select two 
pieces of material and ensure that the object fits onto 
it. 
5) Draw your object onto one of the pieces of fabric 
6) Place two pieces of fabric together, cut out at the 
same time.  
7) After you cut out the design, keep fabric A and B 
together and cut strips along the outer edges of your 
object. Strips should each be approximately 3 inches 
long and 1 inch wide. Cut the strips together, this is 
very important.  
8) Double tie the strips of fabric A with the matching 
strips on fabric B. Strips should line up if you cut them 
in step #7 at the same time. 
9) Before you finish tying all strips around the edges, 
leave a small opening to stuff with leftover fabrics or 
recycled paper. Finish tying the last of it. 
10) Add accessories and final touches such as eyes, 
you can use cloth glue. 



The culmination of our Winter Solstice Jia Xin 冬⽇日慶典 this year came to a peak with our annual gift and 
necessities delivery to ChingChuan. This part of the year end activities transporting basic necessities to 
families was where a huge portion of our donations went to since we were set on providing quality and 
healthy plant-based foodstuffs. This year thanks to generous funding we were able to purchase items for 12 
families, an increase from when we first started in 2012 with just 5 families.  
    After the two-hour journey up to ChingChuan in two cars filled with items, we at stopped Taoshan 
Elementary school to meet up with the teachers would be heading out on the journey with us. Our good 
friend Elizabeth donned the Santa outfit complete with sunglasses and began to spread the story of Jia-Xin’s 
warmth and handed over beautifully packaged gifts. Kids were invited to our workshop so they know that 
gifting is not just about material objects but spending time together. Seeing the joy in the children’s faces 
have made all the obstacles we’ve experienced in the past year all worth it.  
     We want to thank our generous sponsors, gift wrappers Debbie, Nobi, and Tiffany! Liza Milne for 
lending us her car for the big trip and SOLIS for gifting each child with a brand new backpack!   

Jia-Xin Gifts & Necessities Drive

MEDIA COVERAGE 媒體報導

Conde Design Magazine 當代設計雜誌  
http://www.conde-design.com/273⽣生活-聖誕塑藝.php

UDN article 志⼯工前進蘭嶼 造寶特瓶耶誕樹 

http://udn.com/news/story/7328/1325882-志⼯工前進蘭嶼-造寶特瓶耶誕樹

http://udn.com/news/story/7328/1325882-%E5%BF%97%E5%B7%A5%E5%89%8D%E9%80%B2%E8%98%AD%E5%B6%BC-%E9%80%A0%E5%AF%B6%E7%89%B9%E7%93%B6%E8%80%B6%E8%AA%95%E6%A8%B9
http://www.conde-design.com/273%E7%94%9F%E6%B4%BB-%E8%81%96%E8%AA%95%E5%A1%91%E8%97%9D.php
http://udn.com/news/story/7328/1325882-%E5%BF%97%E5%B7%A5%E5%89%8D%E9%80%B2%E8%98%AD%E5%B6%BC-%E9%80%A0%E5%AF%B6%E7%89%B9%E7%93%B6%E8%80%B6%E8%AA%95%E6%A8%B9
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INTERVIEW｜ Jufen Cheng “A Hun” 

Bright Side Projects has been fortunate enough to have Rufen 
join our team! They have been become an indispensable part 
of our organizations and kids are always happy to see her 
and call her by her nickname “Ah-Hun.” Whether it’s leading 
a workshop, playing with kids, cooking a meal, driving, 
packing, cleaning up, lending her time, car, or donating 
money, Ah-Hun is always there for us and for the kids 100%. 
Ah-Hun will now also assist us with much needed fundraising 
and grant applications and we are so honored to 
have them as a part of our community!  

Daisy: How and when did you find out about Bright Side 
Projects and what made you want to get involved?  
Rufen: It was around the end of 2013 during another NGO’s 
regularly weekly meetings that I had the chance to meet the 
founder. I asked Daisy what she usually does and she began to talk about her association (Bright Side Projects), 
development, and empowerment, which are topics I’ve always been interesting in. In addition, I’ve been assisting other 
NGOs for children development programs so this was right up my alley. Knowing Daisy’s ideas and beliefs for children 
development echoed my postgraduate thesis on empowerment so I was motivated to get involved. One part of me wanted 
to witness the process of empowerment by kids and the other part of me thrives on a Gemini’s strong curiousity to learn 
more. 

D: How do you feel your interaction with the children has changed over the time you have been with us? 
R: When I first started going to workshops, I was not close to the kids. My personality isn’t exactly outgoing, so naturally 
there wasn’t much interaction between the kids and myself. However, I have always believed that being sincere is the key 
to true friendship. After a little bit more interaction the children realized that perhaps I was shy a shy grown-up trying to act 
cool. Every time I join an event there’s always kids following me and calling out my nickname “A-Hun” while laughing and 
poking fun of me. Although I would make a serious face and pretend to scold them, in the next instant we will be playing 
alongside each other. I really enjoy the interaction with the kids, it’s the same as with friends, a degree of comfort without 
stress. 

D: What has been your favorite workshop and why?  
R: I remember in January 2015 we went to ChingChuan for a tie-dye workshop. Apart from the tie-dye, we also used 
materials we picked up during a mini nature walk to make little Christmas Trees. I like the type of activity which uses nature 
as our source material and to inspire our imagination. I could feel the relationship between kids and nature, as well as their 
passion towards creation. 



D: Are there any memorable moments you can share with us? 
R: Honestly, every workshop comes out surprisingly amazing. 
There is always a lot of uncertainty involved, especiailly when 
we hav eto go to ChingChuan which is located far away from 
the city. When I have to think about all the variables I get 
nervous. Even though I always eat a big breakfast before 
event, I get hungry pretty fast so what stands out the most is 
definitely remembering some of the delicious meals during the 
workshops. I’m not kidding – I recently discovered I enjoyed 
spending more and more time in the kitchen during the 
workshops! 

I also remember another time in Chingchuan, when we finished 
the activities earlier than planned. Everyone was walking 
around hand in hand. Some of the kids lay down under the 
shade of the trees and just listened to music and to chat. I really 
enjoyed this simplistic moment of relaxation with kids and 
looking up at the blue sky. 

D: Why do you keep coming back to ChingChuan or Bright 
Side Projects events? 
R: Bright Side events always leaves you pretty tired by the time 
you get home. However, although you may be physically 
exhausted, your heart will be invigorated. The source of this 
comes from seeing the faces of the kids and their energy. For a 
few moments in life you can forget about the trivial matters in 
the every day world, ignite passion for life. 

D: What are your hopes for the children or what you can do? 
R: In regards to the future social environment, is probably what 
I’m hoping for the kids, that there will be social justice. What 
this social justice and environment is will be dependent on the 
children and up to them to find the answers. What I believe I 
can do in these respects is to ensure that I do not hinder them in 
their quest to find the answer. Although society has already set 
up a very specific framework from everything including gender, 
morals, social customs, etc, in order to “maintain” social order, 
this also creates soulless “cookie cutter” figments of people. 

What I can hope to do is that during the time I have the chance 
to be with the kids is to let them know that this framework exists 
and also that they can break out of it. I hope they can become 
infused with a sense of empowerment and empathy for others. 
With this, they can create a framework and determine their 
own, not one that is dictated by society. 

 
We look forward to you also joining the Neighborhood 
and our community!



BENEFACTORS 
捷式股份有限公司 Jet Sunny (NATIVE),  趙⼼心柔, 惠美, 許曜欐, Rihou Sun, Jeremy & Tracie Rosenberg, Robbie Cheng, Yuting Hung, 

Anonymous (J.C), Sarah McDonald, Ann Lin, Mimi Yang, Lulu Chandler, Evance Chan, S.M Kindersley, Alicia Gilby, Steve 
Rosenberg, China Sieger, Zaida, Lou Stillman, Jeff Yang, Derek Chu, Janet Lin, Sharon and Bruce Ramsay Curtis, Grammy & 

Grampy, Julia Gu, Victoria Choa, 吳倩瑩, Søren Glasius, Ou Li, Anonymous (J.Lin), Marc Pauze, Kim Liao, 郭佳柔, Laura Bryer, 
Dedra Chamberlin, Tina Chen, Kelly Lin, 陳⾱韋廷, Scott and Megan MacDonald, Rhonda Gilby, Liza Milne, Kristina Kraft, 

Anonymous (A.M), Amber Wheatley, Absolutely Fabulashes (Chieni McCullough), Jessalyn Coombe, Paul Tenk, Terry & Guylaine 
Furness , Sam Green, Rowan Green, Oliver Green, Jonathan and Gemma Green, Karen Munro, Jeff,  Janet & Baby, Morgan 

Robinson, Sabrina Sutherland, Summer Lin 林有慧, 楊琁, 張曲延, 陳運⽂文, ⾼高鋒消防安全設備有限公司, 葉錦煌, 林億霖, 南賢天, 張秀娥, 
林慶昇, Royal Burgh of Stirling Pipe Band     

COMMUNITY SPONSORS & SUPPORT  
Olive Pai, Kaye Yuan, Ooh Cha Cha ⾃自然⾷食, Fresh Bakery & Café 新鮮烘培坊, SOLIS, Sara Chien, Barry Martinson, 哈那, 

ChingChuan Catholic Church, Taoshan Youth Cultural Center, Taoshan Elementary School 桃⼭山國⼩小, 蘇美娟, 林育宏 , 天籃籃，劉緣
⽟玉，睦祥育幼院 MuHsiang Children’s Home, 郭幼慈，新⾺馬蘭Fukid部落，瑪拉歐斯, 鐘⽉月英，蘭恩⽂文教基⾦金會, Ocean Wang, ⽂文⼈人之

島，阿⽂文環保之道, It’s A Vegan Affair, ⼩小雪⼈人與⼩小⼩小藝術家 Little Snow and The Very Little Artists 

KITCHEN TABLE 
Josette Penzel, Mianto, Ooh Cha Cha ⾃自然⾷食, Fresh Bakery & Café 

CORE PHOTOGRAPHERS 
鄭⼜又綺, ⺩王勛達 Ken Wang (Ken Photography), ⼩小強⼩小姐 Chloe Wu, ⽩白炯涵 Jonathan Burke, Frankie Tseng 

TEACHERS & COACHES 
Mohan Huang, Josette Penzel, Grace Hsu, Peter Hsieh, Snow Tsao, James Teng, Ichi Lin, Rhea Chou 周純卉 

BIG FRIENDS 
RuFen Cheng 鄭如棻, 周純卉,楊智傑, 陳曉琦, 吳孟娟, ⺩王勛達, 趙嘉聖, 楊智傑, 許純巧 Rhea Chou, 何婉如 Shinechimeg Dima, Jon 

Burke, 吳孟娟 Chloe Wu, Tanya Goloviznina,	  蘇嘉琦,	  陳智彥, Starry Cheng, ⺩王勛達, Grace Hsu, James Teng, Chavi Chen, Nerissa 
Wei, Alan Chao, Josette Penzel, Starry Cheng 鄭⼜又綺 , Frankie Tseng, Joanne Chou, 周文和, 宋玉安, 康惠靜, Sophia Ioannou, 

Grace Hsu, Scott Hsu, 熊語僊,  Ichi Lin , Shang Han Chien, Snow Tsao, 周怡雯, 李昀蒨, Peter Hsieh, Ocean Wang, Ying Ya Hung, 蔡
昆璋, Leo Tsai, 周郁穎, 張麗華, 周⽂文和, ⺩王思閔, Jeff Yang, 林佳樺, 蔡幸芳, Snow Tsao, 劉永偉, Billa Baldwin, Elizabeth Lee, Rufen 

Cheng, 仲凡閻 

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 
Sara Chien, Carl Nyman (Sixten), ENDASH Space 

For list of Thanks from 2012-2015 please head to our website http://BrightSide.tw 
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BANK DETAILS: 

A/C Name: 社團法⼈人臺灣嚮光協會  
Post GIRO Account: 50315811 

ATM/Online Transfer 
PayPal: BrightSide.tw@gmail.com 

Bank Name: Fubon Bank  
Bank Code: 012 
Account: 4901 0202 2421 
Swift Code: TPBKTWTP 
Bank Address: 389 RenAi Road, 
Section 4. Taipei City, DaAn District 

BSP Tax Code: 3863 4481 

Please email brightside.tw@gmail.com 
when you fund us and advise on the 
amount and last 5 digits of transferring 
bank account. If you need a tax 
deductible receipt please include either 
your name (Surname/First) or Company 
name, phone number, mailing address, 
and your ID or company number. 
Official receipts will be processed 
within 45 days upon receiving payment 
and full contact information.

JOIN US!  
We would love to have more Friends 

who have an interest in leading our courses. 
Many of our Teachers previously had little to 
no prior experience in leading courses or 
working with children - we can make this a 
possibility.  

Big Friends to join the workshops are 
always welcomed but remember to sign up 
early in advance as most of the limited spots 
fill up within 72 hours! We also need skilled 
volunteers for the following: translation from 
English to Mandarin, project assistants for 
events, video editors, fundraising, and basic 
database entry. If you have a skill and time 
to contribute, let us know!  

We would love to have you on board 
and to join in our Neighborhood! 

SPONSOR US!  
By sponsoring a dream in the 

Neighborhood, it brings us closer to knowing 
our targeted communities. We can achieve 
the dreams of workshop creations from start 
to finish. We urgently need funding to keep 
things at the quality they are now and to 
move forward. Our work for over 3 years 
and close to 70 events from conception to 
execution has been mainly driven by one 
person who does not receive a salary. 

From pre-event tasks in sourcing 
teachers, meetings, rundowns, call-outs for 
volunteers, venues, transportation logistics, 
course materials, Kitchen Table ingredients 
and preparation, post reports, each event 
requires 60-95 hours of work. This is an 
accumulated average of 6,000 hours. This is 
not inclusive of the tasks behind the scene in 
administrative tasks, volunteer management, 
website creation, member and benefactor 
relations, project planning, accounting, and 
more. 

Workshops are conducted at a 
threadbare minimum with attention paid to 
the quality of fresh nutritious food and 
striving to enhance interaction and fun for all. 
We want to do better and we want to do 
more. Please support us with an one-time 
transfer or regular monthly donation 
and we can issue with a tax-
deductible receipt for your 
generosity.

2012-2016 Copyright All Rights Reserved. No material or 
images can be reproduced without prior written 

authorisation by Bright Side Projects. 
Logo design: Sixten 
http://BrightSide.tw
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