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In 2016 we are off to a 
fantastic start!  

It has been a whirlwind in the first half 
of 2016. We have made so many new 
friends in our journey and look forward to 
continuing building our presence 
throughout Taiwan.  

Bright Side Projects is entering its fourth 
year and we are able to see many of the 
kids we’ve known grow into teenagers. 
2016 is the third year that I’ve been able to 
attend the elementary school graduation 
for ChingChuan kids and I hope to be able 
to see some of them continue on the road 
to high education or where ever life may 
lead them! We support people on their 
choice in whatever endeavours they may 
select, as long as they are trying their best 
to live life to the fullest potential with a 
heart of compassion for others.  

From our return trips to Orchid Island 
and Taitung, we are also meeting different 

folks down the western seaboard in 
Taichung and Tainan. The types of 
workshops we have are also trying to 
garner the support of the local city 
governments Hopefully our meetings 
will result in amazing things for the 
organisation so we can more and do 
better.  

We are constantly on the 
outreach for more skilled teachers and 
urgently require videographers for film 
footage. The good news is that we 
have finally secured a bit of funds in 
savings so we can hire part-time staff 
for the remainder of 2016. For the 
second half of the year, skilled 
woodwork craftspeople will be added 
to our teacher roster for our year end 
activities! 

Daisy H. Lin / Founder 
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Our DNA 

What sets us apart?   
KITCHEN TABLE 
Freshly cooked nutritious plant-
based meal options from our 

Kitchen Table at all 
events, especially 
during workshops with 

children. Veering 
towards local, organic, 

unprocessed foods. Junk food and 
candy items are not permitted to 
be brought by Big Friends. 

SOCIAL AWARENESS 
Workshops always have a deeper 
message by trying to 
raise awareness of 
different social 
issues and how our 
lives are impacted 
by it.  

INTERACTIVE & INTIMATE 
We don’t have just one teacher 
facing 30 kids. We attempt to 
bring a 1:1 or 1:2 ratio of “Big 
Friends” to “Kids,” to get more 
people involved and to enhance 
engagement. 30 people maximum 
per workshop. Everyone shares in 
the task of setting up, sharing 
food, bringing workshops to 
fruition, and cleaning up. 

GENDER EQUALITY  
We maintain a gender neutral 
zone and respect so that no one is 

limited or discriminated of 
their full potential based 
on a social construct.  

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS 
OF THE CHILD (CRC) 
This sets out the civil, political, 
economic, social, health and 
cultural rights of children. In 
serving the best interest of the 
child, this benefits all. Bright Side 
safe spaces empowers everyone 
to speak up, abolishing a 

hierarchal 
“talking 
down” 
mentality.

What we’ve been doing 
overall… 

Since the end of 2012, here’s a quick 
	 recap of those who have joined us on our 
	 journey in face to face interaction in the 
	 workshops to make friends: 

Number of activities: Full 43 / Others 33 
Number of Community spots: 837 
Number of Big Friend spots: 749 
Big Friend overall return rate: 71% 

2016 SS Friendship Meter   
While we may spend 60-95 hours for each 

workshop regardless if it’s half day or full day 
and could easily execute a 300-500 person 
event during the same amount of planning, we 
limit each of our workshop attendance to 
approximately 15 members in the community 
and 15 Big Friends. This increases enhance the 

quality of interaction and depth of engagement, 
making everyone a memorable individual 
instead of simply a “volunteer.”  

Number of workshops: 5 full day / 2 
Number of Community spots: 94 

	 Number of Big Friend spots: 56 

Plans for Fall Winter 2016  
- Woodwork workshops and programs 

with children and adults 
- Cooperation with new plant-based 

restaurants and Big Friends for future Kitchen 
Table activities and meal plans 

- Secure resources to hire part-time and 
full time staff 

- Preparations for our annul year end 
Winter Solstice & Santa Jia-Xin events, adding 
in another city to our list. Looking to Hualien 
or PingTung orphanages.  

0

12.5

25

37.5

50

Full Workshops Half-Day / Others

2012 Q4 2013 2014
2015 2016 SS

0

225

450

675

900

Big Friends Kids

http://brightside.tw/our-neighborhood/our-kitchen-table/
http://brightside.tw/our-neighborhood/our-kitchen-table/


This time nature served as not only our inspiration but also our workshop materials in their most 
natural setting. All friends gathered around while Teacher Ichi read to us a story and as we 
walked out into the sweltering heat Teacher Sophie introduced some facts on the trees and botany 
in the area. Kids were enthusiastic, picking up leaves, twigs, stones, and other items in preparation 
for their masterpieces. After gathering the items, kids made sketches on how to piece what they 
gathered into art.  

The beautiful objects were then assembled outside, unscathed by paint or strings. They were left to 
return to compose and return to nature. Kids also 
learned how to create bookmarks from leaves. Nature in 
all its diversity can provide us with so much from food, 
shade, art, and more - life! In light of the recent 
catastrophe wrought by the typhoon, we hope that 
everyone can work with Nature and also show 
compassion to all our friends in Taitung and other 
affected areas. 

Nature & Art

Food & Art - Focaccia  
Our second time back to Orchid Island was hosting was our first workshop with women! Being 
able to go back this time and spend time with the community was invaluable. We took what we 
heard back in November 2015 into incorporating activities that would give us better 
understanding of what the locals want and what was available locally. 

This time we invited Teacher Mei  just for this project to make delicious focaccia bread 
with the women. Hosted at on the second floor of the stunning  recipes were handed 

out and ingredients distributed. SOLIS 
provided us with some festive colored 
aprons that brought an even happier 
and brighter dimension to our 
workshops. 

The women that joined our Food & Art 
workshop were probably some of the 
most dedicated students we’ve ever had 
in our events! While the focaccia dough 
was rising, we had watercolor pencils 
provided so that we could incorporate 
art and everyone could draw and share 
what resources Orchid Island had and 

also what they normally ate for breakfast. Hopefully in the future we will be able to utilize more 
of Orchid Island’s native ingredients. We asked them to let us know what type of courses they 
would like to join in the future. We look forward to returning in Fall! 

2016 Spring Summer 
January  
Wrapped up our 2015 Winter 
Solstice Jia-Xin activities with a 
combined sew-less plush and 
Mandala workshop in 
ChingChuan. 

March - April 
Building our presence, we were 
able to extend and reach new 
sponsors in Taichung and Tainan. 

Began to design basketball 
jerseys with SOLIS for the 
ChingChuan kids, thanks to 
Michelle Lin.   

May  
All the prepping and planning in 
the months led up to a whirlwind 
tour around Taiwan. We headed 
to Orchid Island for back to back 
workshops with women and 
children the first week, 
ChingChuan to create pinatas the 
second week, and then the final 
week went back down Southeast 
to TaiTung for a Nature & Art 
class. 

June 
Another busy month for us as we 
hosted one of our biggest annual 
fundraisers, the annual 
Worldwide Vegan Bake Sale 
raising money for local charities. 
- Completion of SOLIS Basketball 
jerseys. 

Eager to create 
Moments or Spend a 
Day with us?  

Everyone is welcomed 
to join us!
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This had to be one of my favorite 
workshops we’ve had for both kids 
and our big friends. Pinatas are rare 
to find in Taiwan and even in regions 
where they are accessible, most 
people do not know the basics of 
how to make them. The task may 
seem daunting at first with paper 
mache involved, are aWe took at 
look at the Mexican-American 
holiday of Cinco de Mayo (5th of 
May), first understanding the origins 
and reasons by although believed as 
a Mexican holiday, why it was 
celebrated on a much larger scale in 
America. 

Starting with a small presentation and through interacting and engaging kids with 
questions about culture and the meaning of caricatures. We achieved better 
understanding of the origins and how capitalism played a key role in its success in 
the USA. We also discussed the origins and the evolution of some of the other 
items we were going to create that day – burritos and piñatas. It was interesting, 
as we all learned the origins of the piñata may have been from China! 

Kids had a fantastic time 
guessing the colors of the 
avocado and creating 
guacamole for delicious 
burritos. The piñatas was 
a step by step process 
but kids and our Big 
Friends showed 
extraordinary patience to 
snip and carefully glue 
the paper and 
decorations on it. Vegan 
treats were to be had by 
all when kids had a 
chance to hit the piñata 

with the baseball bat. Thank you especially to Paula Perry and Sara Chien for 
helping with their part in leading this session. 

We also have to extend a huge hand (and hugs) to Frances, who rented us a car 
that drove all the way from Taichung to pick up friends in Taipei for this 
workshop! Bright Side Projects has so many events going on that our volunteers 
are often pressed for time and cannot make it to all of them, especially if it was 
like this May when we hosted 3 cities in the span of 4 weeks. Thank you much for 
making this time with children possible! 

Cinco de Mayo

CREATE YOUR OWN PINATAS 
Cardboard cereal box, 2 cardboard paper pieces,  
paper (colored is optional), marker or pencil, 
scissors, rope, crepe paper, glue, duct tape, double 
sided masking tape, baseball bat, blindfold.  

Make sure that you have at least two cardboard 
pieces with large flat, unfolded area that can each 
cover one side of the cereal box.  
- Tape the cereal box and leave one side's flap open 
so you can put in treats later  
- Decide on what shape you will create and draw on 

a piece of paper.  
- Transfer from paper to the cardboard piece then cut 

out your shape from each piece of cardboard. 
- Use double sided tape to tape the cardboard pieces 
onto the cereal box. If you have enough cardboard 
you can also cover the other side of the cereal box  
- Take out crepe paper and cut into a long strip. Fold 
the strip and cut fringes be careful not not snip all the 
way through  
- Glue the strips line by line onto the cardboard, 
slightly overlap but do not cover the line below so 
you can still see the fringes 
- After you are done with all the surface of 
cardboard you can decide if you want to cut eyes 
from the extra paper to tape onto the pinata 
- Put in your treats. I put in extra pieces of cardboard 
with numbers written on them to indicate what prize 
kids get so I didn't need to use so much plastic 
wrapped candy. We had vegan cookies and 
cupcakes!  
- Make an opening so that you can put the rope in to 
tie up the pinata 
- PLAY! Get out the blindfold and baseball bat!  
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This is our second year to be a part of the Worldwide Vegan Bake Sale in Taipei and we are looking at 
figures that exceed 200,000 NT / $6,200 USD to be split between a few local charities, including Bright 
Side Projects! Thank you so much for your support for charities that include Mary’s Doggies and Animals 
Taiwan. For goods that were made by Vegan Affair volunteers in baking brownies, cookies, and banana 
breads, we have cut the use of over 520 eggs, 182 cups (41KG) of butter. 

At the event we had treats from over two dozen wonderful eateries and bakers from around the country 
provided us with their vegan masterpieces. Several savory tidbits were offered but these were gone fast 
– worry not as we will increase the quantities in the future. Between the amazing selection, extra treats 
from special vendors Ooh Cha Cha and Fresh Bakery, photo props created by Haichen and Sara, artist 
Fua, Thai masseuse Lana, yoga teacher Lien Chi, alongside a remarkable photography exhibit of stray 
Formosan Black Dog strays by photographer Michelle Lin, we hope that there was something for 
everyone. We are so grateful and are excited to have future fundraisers being held to support our 
activities. 

 
World-wide Vegan Bake Sale Fundraiser

PARTNERSHIPS
ChingChuan kids 
will have high 
quality bright new 
basketball uniforms, 
generously created 
and produced by 
local Taiwanese 
brand SOLIS! 
Thanks to our 
basketball coach 
Mohan Huang’s 
introduction, SOLIS 
has supported Bright 
Side Projects in 
many endeavors 
from creation of 
colorful aprons for 
our Kitchen Table 

workshops and now customized basketball uniforms for children. 

The warm color schemes and details they take into design and production of 
these fabulous items for Bright Side Projects is the same care they take into 
SOLIS’ bags and backpacks. Stop by their concept store on Yanji Road and 
say hello for us! 

 
Basketball Partnership with SOLIS



INTERVIEW  RHEA CHOU “ ” 

We want to introduce everyone to Rhea who will become Bright Side Project’s first employee! She has been with us as a 
Big Friend for almost two years and is a rising star that burns bright with her compassion and love for our animal friends 
and kids. Rhea’s passion is absolutely inspiring – we are so lucky that she found us. We welcome you to join our 
workshops to get similarly infected by her enthusiasm! 

Daisy: How and when did you find out about Bright Side 
Projects and what made you want to get involved  

Rhea: It was through a friend previously collaborated with 
one of Bright Side Project’s teachers, Snow Tsao, that I first 
came to know about the association. I had been following 
Snow’s updates and in 2014 had a chance to join in a year-
end Bright Side event at Harmony Home for Santa Jia Xin. I’m 
also more than happy to be able to contribute what I can. 
From my experience that day playing alongside and creating 
art with kids, in addition other facets of Bright Side Project’s 
mission, that I continued joined in following workshops. 

D: Since you have joined the workshops, do you believe that 
your relationship has changed with the children and how do 
you feel about it? 

R: Initially, I actually did not know how to interact with 
children and would only coddle them, this resulting in kids 
getting use to crying for attention to get what they want and 
an increased dependency on adults. After understanding 
Daisy and Snow’s experience, I started to adjust myself and 
my perception of children. I began to treat children as adults, 
giving them independence and allowed them to think for 
themselves, having them using their hands to create, and 
changed from “helping” them make items and do things to 
encouraging and guiding them instead. 

In the course of time, I could see that a child would begin to 
learn a variety of different techniques and start develop their 
own ideas. Over time, I was continuously surprised on how 
they expressed themselves. 



D: What are your favourite classes that you’ve participated in with 
Bright Side Projects? 

R: I love handicrafts, there’s often themes for workshops where we 
learn about different places and different cultures. Not only do the kids 
have fun but also the adults. However, what moves me is that each 
Bright Side workshop in the midst of fun, brings in elements stressing on 
our attitudes towards the environment, animals, veganism, or an 
empathy for others. This expands our horizons and makes the events 
even more meaningful beyond the conclusion of the day. 

The courses are not just one-off exchanges but high quality experiences 
created in mind to get kids and everyone thinking on how our actions 
impact others in the long term. It’s really been fantastic! 
 
D: Why do you continue to join in Bright Side Project activities? 
R: I find myself agreeing with the fundamentals that association was 
founded upon. It’s not just one-time volunteering, but long term 
companionship and communication. It’s not also simply about “us” 
impacting children and their growth, but also very much about building 
friendships and how we all learn together and grow together. 

 
D: You have brought both your parents and family to Bright Side 
Projects workshops before, what is it that you hope they will get from 
joining?  
R: Both my parents are retired but have their areas of expertise so I felt 
that they could definitely bring in their talents to the workshops. At the same time, they could get acquainted with Bright 
Side Project concepts and learn new things. 

Seeing how Bright Side Projects operates and joining in the fun is a great way to get to know new people and kids, 
perhaps come out on the other side with a new way of looking at things after this experience! 

D: What are your hopes for the children or what you can do? 
R: My hope is very simple – I just want them to be happy during the workshops and hope they treat me as a friend and 
partner. What I can do is continue to join in the activities and along with Bright Side and the kids, learn together and 
grow together! 
 
We look forward to you also joining the Neighborhood and our community!



BENEFACTORS 
 Jet Sunny (NATIVE),  Kelly Lin, , Rihou Sun,, Anonymous (Marathoner), Yifan Chen, Stephen Suen, 

/ , Vivian Her, ,	 ,	Lucile	Lo,	 	MOODI	WOOD,	 ,	A	Well	Fed	World,	
Anonymous	(B),	Ann	Lin,	 ,	 ,	 ,	 	Angela	Lin,	 ,	 ,	 ,	RUNIVORE,	Xenia	Jones 

COMMUNITY SPONSORS & SUPPORT  
Taitung City Government, Frances Tsai Peterman, Olive Pai, Kaye Yuan, Ooh Cha Cha , Fresh Bakery & Café , 

SOLIS, Chavi Chen, Nerissa Wei, Sara Chien, Barry Martinson, , ChingChuan Catholic Church, Taoshan Youth Cultural Center, 
Taoshan Elementary School , ,  , Fukid  , Ocean Wang, 

It’s A Vegan Affair,  Little Snow and The Very Little Artists 

KITCHEN TABLE 
OOH CHA CHA, Shang Han Chien 

CORE PHOTOGRAPHERS 
, Haichen Hsu, ,  Jonathan Burke 

TEACHERS & COACHES 
Malinda Schultz, Rufen Cheng, Sara Chien, Paula Perry, , Rhea Chou , Ichi Lin, Sophie Chang 

BIG FRIENDS 
Rufen Cheng, Malinda Schultz, , , , Rhea Chou , , Ale Bara, Megan Coney, Kate Absher, Starry 

Cheng, Sara Chien, Poppa Baer, Angela Lin, Rippling Tsou, Tana Erdene, JiaChi Daisy Lin, Paula Perry, Jonathan Burke, , 
, Lynn Lin, Takahashi Hiroaki, Ichi Lin, Sophie Chang, Yoyo Cheng, Daisy Lin, Vivian Her, , Haichen Hsu, Shang Han 

Chien 

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 
Haichen Hsu, Michelle Lin (SOLIS Basketball Uniforms), Carl Nyman (Sixten)



BANK DETAILS: 

A/C Name:   
Post GIRO Account: 50315811 

ATM/Online Transfer 
PayPal: BrightSide.tw@gmail.com 

Bank Name: Fubon Bank 
Bank Code: 012 
Account: 4901 0202 2421 
Swift Code: TPBKTWTP 
Bank Address: 389 RenAi Road, 
Section 4. Taipei City, DaAn District 

BSP Tax Code: 3863 4481 

Please email brightside.tw@gmail.com 
when you fund us and advise on the 
amount and last 5 digits of transferring 
bank account. If you need a tax 
deductible receipt please include either 
your name (Surname/First) or Company 
name, phone number, mailing address, 
and your ID or company number. 
Official receipts will be processed 
within 45 days upon receiving payment 
and full contact information.

JOIN US!  
We would love to have more Friends 

who have an interest in leading our courses. 
Many of our Teachers previously had little to 
no prior experience in leading courses or 
working with children - we can make this a 
possibility.  

Big Friends to join the workshops are 

always welcomed but remember to sign up 
early in advance as most of the limited spots 
fill up within 72 hours! We also need skilled 
volunteers for the following: translation from 
English to Mandarin, project assistants for 
events, video editors, fundraising, and basic 
database entry. If you have a skill and time 
to contribute, let us know!  

We would love to have you on board 
and to join in our Neighborhood! 

SPONSOR US!  
By sponsoring a dream in the 

Neighborhood, it brings us closer to knowing 
our targeted communities. We can achieve 
the dreams of workshop creations from start 
to finish. We urgently need funding to keep 
things at the quality they are now and to 
move forward. Our work for over 3 years 
and close to 70 events from conception to 
execution has been mainly driven by one 
person who does not receive a salary. 

From pre-event tasks in sourcing 
teachers, meetings, rundowns, call-outs for 
volunteers, venues, transportation logistics, 
course materials, Kitchen Table ingredients 
and preparation, post reports, each event 
requires 60-95 hours of work. This is an 
accumulated average of 6,000 hours. This is 
not inclusive of the tasks behind the scene in 
administrative tasks, volunteer management, 
website creation, member and benefactor 
relations, project planning, accounting, and 
more. 

Workshops are conducted at a 
threadbare minimum with attention paid to 
the quality of fresh nutritious food and 
striving to enhance interaction and fun for all. 
We want to do better and we want to do 
more. Please support us with an one-time 
transfer or regular monthly donation and we 
can issue with a tax-deductible receipt for 
your generosity.

2012-2016 Copyright All Rights Reserved. No material or 
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authorisation by Bright Side Projects. 
Logo design: Sixten 
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